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OUR EDUCATIONAL F»AGE
Devoted to the Interests of the Schoois, Teachers and Children of Virginia.
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Kindergarten Work
in Rlchmond City

The caro of thnt clasa of chlldrcn,
whlch reachoa from tbe nuracry to the

rnial sehool-when tllo ehlld ls belng
rpexl by the indulgcnce nnd neglcct

of tialiilng ln the boliiCB uf tho rlch
ninl poor ullkc, or by contnet wHh tho
vlcloiis of tho atreet.la a matter of vast
Inip.irlniico to tho welfare of any ooin-
iiiimily.' lt ls the work of tho klnder-
Rnricn to traln and gulde ihe ehlldren

this plvotal pcrlod of thelr develop-
nt.
.ho Introductlon of the kindergarten

has loil lu a careful Bttldy of chlld nn-
iro nnd a wl«e aduptatlon of nicaus

.'tlniiilatlng lt and glvlng lt rlght df-
i-llon Imve been carofully conaldered
..| |nil Into oporaiions thopr mcthoda
nch nui toward iho Iralnlng of oll the
itvera of the chlld eorrectly and atrong-

yni wlthout conacloua offort on bls
irl lo that Ond. Wlthout knowlng lt tho

clilhl Ia l«l to an npproolatlop and prae-
¦. of thoso \*ry qualltles that mako

JlfO nseful and happy. Uin life |n bright
and full of Intercat and joy and hla facul-
"ea aro in proceaa i.f trnlnlng for moro

¦rloiis work.
lt was with auch purposea In vlew

tbat nn errort.was put forth to Introduco
ayatcm Into our publlc achool sy»-

i. Publlc aentlmcnt mmt be arouscd
I atlnlulatcd to action. Too tnujb

pralae ln this dlrectloh can not be ao
corded to tho Rlchmond Educatlonal a*-
BOclotlon now prealdcd over by Mr». B.
li. Munfnrd.
Thla orgTinlzallon was untlrlng In Its

effqrl to erillat public Intorest and scrurc
-t&eitiecfaaary mutilelpal notlon. The work
waa aucceaflfnlly aceompllnher) and pro-
vlalon socuroci for tbo Introdtlctlon of
Ihrt-n acbools. Acordlngly, n llttle rnom
than two yeara ago tho kindergarten
waa Introduced Into the publlc sehool
ayatcm of Rlebmorid, and throe acbools
wero organlzed. Bach of theM was pro-
vidod with a dln-ctor and au nssistant
and the no'-onsary p<iulpment. More than
150 ehlldren ln the aggregatc wero ar-
roiiiuiodat. .1. Tho formation of those
achoola touched a popular chord, and
more chlldrcn at.plled for admission than
could l>e providod for. The next year two
rnnre sohools wero added. with a corres-
pondlng Incn^i. in teacbera and puplls.
Tho preaenl s«>«.*ion rirrtS-iooiji our kinder-
gartena number six. with a supervixor,
twelvo teacbera and al.oot thrre hun-
drod ehlldren. l-'avoraJblc popular senti-
meni ront'tmeM lo srow and tho domand
ronthtucs for addltlnnal achoola. The
brlghl and happy ehlldren. deeply In-
tereatftd ln tholr work. ohedlent to the'r
trachrr and mutually conrteoua nnd con-
aldcrate of ono another aro a verltable
benedlclion to all ohs«*rvera.
The mothera are also aympathetlc and

DOING GOOD WORK
IN WARRBN COUNTY

Iii rcgponse to your klnd Invltatlon I
venturo to pen a few facts rclatlvo to

the ptlblio achool work of Wairen coun¬
ty. My tlii.e biiH been taken up slneo last
September up to March 5th in the super-
vlgion of sc-hool work. I may dlvlde the
tlmo Itito three parts ln the s.-uldle, ln
tli.i school roov-i and ln the oftlce.
The Huperintendent has to hc a rcady

mouthpiece u> anawar every .|iH'ntlon. uii-

fold oVery duf,y. nnd lnterpret every
law and rcguhition from the trustecs'
< irrle to the patron's domaln, Ineludlng
his eorps of teachers, whose complainta,
troiibles and wanla nre legion. 1 have
vlslted all thc sohools ln the county.
fifly-flvo in numbcr.my vlalts entjiro
t.i the srhools thls wlntcr niimher 137.to
Bomo sohools twico. others three and
sonio four to seven tlmos. I found thlrty-
seven with good enrollment, well or-

nanlzed and well taught; I found thirtcen
wlth tnedluni enrollment, falrly well or-

Kunlzed that wlll do; I found flvo with
small attendnnce, not satlsfiictory, that
should ho conaolldated with other sohools.
The enrollmeot last month waa 1760, nnd
the averatsc 'attendanco was 1,450. Thc
gehool c.ensus of tho county Is 2.700, rnak¬
lng about sixty-uvo per een|. on roll;
tlilrty-nlne scho.ol houses hav« patent
drsk5. wall riia'ps", oharts and large dfc-
tionary nnd reference hooks; the other
Fixte.ii aro comfortable wlth good *ur-

roundlhgs.
Wo hnd a delightful tenchers' insti-

ttite, Fcbruary Srt and C4th, to which
every tcacher oontritnited soniethltig,
eiiher a report csshy, blackhonrd excr-

cise, or mualc.
Dr. Fra^er, .I'rofessors Payne and

Maphi*, Inspectors for fifth educatlonal
nlstrict. wero wlth us nnd gave Instmc-
llvc. Mimulating and healthful talks. f
thlnk Ihey were well plcased wlth our

Iniitltute.
Wo havo been holding looal training

normals ln the county. for the improve-
ment of those teachers who havo not
benn flnanclally able to attend State
norrnals. I must say the best results
have come from them to our teachers
tn tho shape of preparatlon and linprove-
ment. They are conducted by our best

The Warren County
Teachers'' Institute

FRONT KOTAL, VA.. Maroh 10.>.On
Fobruary 23d and 21th there was held ln
the town of Front Royal the most lntor-
.stlng and instructive teachers' Institute
that haa been held here for many years.
Tho good attendance and the rondy ro-
gponse of the teachers to the requcBt of
Kuperlntendent Roy for report, essay or
iccltatlon showed an awakentng interest
ln tho advancement of 'educatlon on thelr
part; and the excellent muslo to brealc
tho monotony of speeohes and insplre
thoao preaent to greator effort, renderod
fcy some of tha best talant of the town,
fhowed Interest on the part of those, out-
ilde tho publlc eohool -work. The rural
llstrlota -wero represented by trustees

well as teaohars. The one thlng to
a regrotted is that bo fow of the pat-
iia wero ln tho audlenco durlng tho

tosslons.
On Friday. the 23d, Dr. Robert Frus-er,

Ch\ Bruca Pn.yno and Profossor CharloH
fc. Maphis. Inspeotor and examlner for
the fifth olrcnJt, iii wh:cn Warren ls in-
lludad, -wero wll.h us. Mr, Maphla told
.f tha outlook of publlo schools in Vir¬
ginia. H« r«>al|7Sos the enormlty of tha
work to ba dpiie, and reallaes thnt It. will
ttk» tima to accoropUsh It, y9t he thtnks

belpfiil. "Mothera Clubs" have been (
gnnlzed ln conneotlon with tho abvcral
achoola, und the mothera dlacuaa with
each other and with tbe teacbera at
thelr meotlnga aqmo pha>6 of chlld trnln¬
lng, I,e<-tures from InlcroatCd apeakera
are frequent at thoir gatherlngs. Tho
value of these organlzatlons ls very great
ln Htlmulat.lng liitercRt and In produclng
cordlal co-operatlon between tho patrons
and tbe teaohors. The mothers n.rc learn-
Ing, as well aa the pupila and aro great
galnera from. tho Intercourao.
Thoro sllll lingers some opposltlnn to

tho system on tli part of prlmnrv
teaehers nnd of thoso who do not un-
dersland nnd nppreclate tho value and
tbe method of tho work.
A teacher was a.'kod a fow daya ago

hOW tho kindergarten under bls dircction
was aucceeding; be repiied "Ob. well,
It la a good way to givo the chlldrcn ti
good tlmo." Not at aJl appreciatlng tho
fact that the plays and games and sto-
rlcn were tralnlng unconsclously and In
the bcat way tbo focultiea of tbe ehll-
Vlren, and laylng tho foumlaUon for
getting at a later day a bottor bold on
tho BiibjcctH of serlous atudy,
Another who had been brought up ln

the old methoda of primnry work, do¬
clared that the worat chlldri in h<<
rlaas wero thosn who carno fron lio kin¬
dergarten. Her tralning in lin formdl
methoda of Inatructlon prevonted lo-r ap.
preelatlon of tho freedom and apontanelty
of kindergarten methoda. Thn teacbera,
bowever, who are atlll Bcarchlng for the
best mothods of work and nro wllllng to
avall themaelvea of every helpful su»r-
gestlon are aaylng tbat thelr best pupll-j
come frorn Ihe klndergartens.
A rcal dlfflculty stlll exlats, alao, ln

adjustlns- the tranafcr from th« kinder-
garten to tho primary sehool. Then
seema to be need of a connecting claia
llluatratfng the nccessary modlflcatlon
in tho dircction of both clnsses of schoofs.
We aro fortunate ln havlng ln the clty

and In actlvf. operatlon an exccllent kin¬
dergarten tralnlng sehool. Thla Is an
Incorporated Instltutlon with a board of
trustooH under the guldance of Mlaa Allc
X. Parker, an oxperleneod kindergarten r
and an cxport In prosentlng kindergarten
methoda nnd ln fltting pupils for efll-
clent kindergarten work. The teacbera
prn/luated from this sehool-aro dolng
exccllent work and meetlng all rooeon-
able Bxpeotation. Xwo-thtrua of :di the
kindergarten teaohors in Iho publla
schoola are praduatos of thls scllobl) anil
a numbor of Ita graduates aro erigaged
In Bucceasful work ln prlvatc klndergar¬
tens. *

Tho klridcrgart»ns of Rlchmond havo
met with gratlfying miccess, and tbo
outlook for the future Is bright.

PEDAGOGUE.

looal talent.thn bost teachers In the
county. I would not ln tho lcast dis-
count the good that conies to thoso who
attend our State normals, for the matter
gotten there is sulted to certain classes
and grades of our city schools, and many
n untry schools of advanced grnde, but
the niethod and matter from our .Stntn
normals in my judgincnt, aro not sulted
and adapted to the wants of tho great
tr.ass of our rural schools. 1 am nn
ardent advocatc In favor of establishing
local suiiimer Instltittcs In every county
under the aucplceH of the guperlntendenlB,
Inspectors nnd best looal tttlent. I thlnk
tho Hoard of Kducatlon should encouragc
lt. It wlll not lntertere with Stnto nor¬
mals. The two classes of normals will
cover tho entlre ground. I thlnk our
Inspector favors thls plan.
Our Front Royal gradeij high school

of geven teachers and an enrollment of
309 consOltutes a great bracon light of
encourag-cnient to all the county sohools.
From It an lnfluenco goes out In the
shape of furnishlng teachers and talent
tliat can hardly be estlmated. It has
been estnbllshed twenty-nino. years. and
to-day lt has rrpn scntatlvc men and wo-
tnen ln overy professlon and vooatlon flll-
Ing thelr posltlons wlth credlt and honor.
Thls. Mr. Kdltor. ls a great enoourago-

ment to the superlntendcnt, who has beon
In the work of thlrty years, and has
llved through an ox-p*>rienco to seo two
gnerations of childron pass froin chlld-
liod Into mauhood and womanhood, to
ir.ake the world better, and llfe swoeter
liecausc they were mimbcrod ntnong tho
llvlng.

I hope. Mr. Edltor, that. the numbsr
nf holldays, rally days and patron days
will not be hicreased by tho Legtslature
and Board of Bducatlon.for already
they Interfere with tho tcachlng tlme
nllotted ln the short terms of flve or
six months ln our rural schools. May the
Knn arlse ln the East as the beauty and
glory of a better day for our publlc
schools In Virginia under tho new Con-
stitution, U the aincere wish of tlie
wrlter.

G. E. RC'Y.
Superintendent for Warren county.

the outlook most oncouraglng. Dr. Bruoe
Payno gave his vlowa upon ahanges that
mlght be made' In the publlc school cur,
rlculum and the best means of apply-
Ing them. Dr. Fayne very truly sald
that a chlld who has not been taug'ht tho
relatlon of the gubject he Is studylng to
hls llfe has not been taught. Nolther
does he belleve ln tho totul depravlty of
tha chlld. He aguln very tmty sald that
thero are tondenolea both ways, and lt
dcpends upon whlch recelves tho traln-
lng' whether good or bad prevalla. Dr.
Fraser followed thla with an» addresa
upon the proper currlculum for publlo
schools. Dr. Fraser la a great advocate
of agrucultural tralnlng In tho publio
achool. and of introduclng moro nature
study lnto' the every-day routlne. These
with talka upon several subjoots by tha
suporintondont and several teachers, in-
terapersed wlth tnuslc, elosed tho pro-
gramme for the day;
Saturday belng teachers' day, tho ses-

'slons were dovoted almost entlrely to
reports from the varlnus schools, whlch
wero very encouraglng.
Profecsor .1. f>. llarris, prlnclpai of Iho

Stragburg <>rnrl»d School, rnado a very
Interestlng tirid Uelpful address iipaa

Why We Are In Favor
of the Multiple List

By WM. A. BOWLESyStaunton, Va.
Thoro scems to be so much mlsunder-

standlng as to thn plan of adoptlon of
text books now In opcrntlon that we ahall
state it brlefly.
Tho State Board of .Bdticatlon selected

from alvjut tv/enty-rlvo arUbmntlca four
of tbe very best onee, to bo submltted to
the several counttea und cltloa of tho
StatO, for each to malto * selectlon of
one arlthnietlc, to bo uacd excluslvely ln
that county or clty. If tbe board liad
named only onc arlthinetlc for tho cntlrc
State, then'this wouid havo been tho
slngle llat plan, but as tbo citles and
coiinttoa were glvnn a llwt of four arltb-
mellcs from whlch to mako a choice of
one, accordhig to tholr special noeda, the
arrangement Is called the multlple IlBt
plan. And what wo have sald about the
nrlthmctlo appllea nlso to other texL
books.
A full dUcusslon of thls. aubject would

consume bo much apace we muat be B.it-
lafled to touch only a few aalient polnts.
When we were appolnted to a poaltlon

on tbe Stato Board nf Bducation three
yn.-irs ago wo had never aerloualy consld-
erod the relatlve morlts of tbe nlngle and
the multlple llsta of text liooks for our
publlo schools, but we were Incllncd to
the singlc llst, for tha surface rcasons
seemed to point tbat way. Itefore taklng
deflrilte pnsltion, however, wo spent wceks
in Investlsratlng tbe auu.<bct by consult-
Ing what we conaidered expert authorlty
ln nearly every Stste |n Ihe T'nlon. We
dld not. consult lawyors, or physlclans, or

politlciana, or edltora, but we sought
lnformatlon from n class who had most
naturally glven thla subject careful and
Intolllgent thought. and who from expo-
rlenco could furnlsh us most helpful ln¬
formatlon.

ln addltlon to gathorlng around us
many clrculara anil reports on the sub-
ject, we wtoio ono hundred and eight lot-
lers to educators, felllng them wc wero
trying to deelrle wlib-h was tho better
plan for Vlrglnla to adopt, tho singlc or
tbe multlple ll»t of booka. for her publlc
achoola.
These lettors were addressed to super-

Intondenta of publlc Instructlon. superin-
tondent* of public schools. princlpals of
hlgli schoola. and also to a few "cdiien-
tlonal glanta" from a number of our unl-
Tcraltlca.
Nincty-flve out of the cne hundred and

"How to Interest Patrons." Profossor
.1. J. O'Nicll, prlncipoi of tho Front ROyal
sehool, also madc a aplrlted talk upon
"Standard Afothods and Red Tape Cur-
rlculOm." It waa a pleasurc to have
I'n.fe.-^.ir Maphis cxplaln b.i.i duties aa

Inapector and examlner. lt eleared tbe
cobweba from the bralns of a grcat many
of us nnd placed us ln n poaltlon to nld
hlm in hla arduous dutleg. He needs tbo
hearty co-opcration of every superin-
tcndenl nnd teacher ln bls clrctilt.
One good result of tho lnstltute Is the

declsion to hold a normal sehool In Front |
Royal durlng tbe mnnth of Junc, for tbo
bcnefit of toachcrs of thls and adjoiulng
counties, who are not In a posltlo'i io
attend onc of tho Stato normals. Thls
has tbo hearty oo-operat!on of Mr. Ma¬
phis, nnd ho wlll lend bls ald toward
tnaklng It a succcss. Tbere wlll be other
promlnent educators connectcd with tbe
sehool, who wlll tako special palnn to give
tbo necessary Instructlon In the new
branches whlch have been added to the
publlc sehool examlnatlon.

MRS. B. M. COXF,, Secretary.

Selectlon of Books
For R ural Schools

Edltor of Tbe Times-Dispatch:
Slr,.ln your issue ot February 25th

Mr. Joynea strikes tbe keynote of a sys-
tem for Vlrglnla preparatory schoola. Tho
"alngle llst" has been an cssentlal long
felt by our teatfhors nnd patrons. But
the toachcrs herctoforc havo snnctioncd
it with npprebenslons. When an amateur
selccts an artlst's inatcrlals, the portralt
is spolled. Text-books muat bo seleclcd
by teacbers-thoso used by ehlldren ln the'
rural dislrlets by country teacbera.
To elnboratc Mr. Joyncs'a plnn: The

committcc of thrco sehool cxperts havlng
formulated a llst of liooks for tho State,
tho subconimlttues should bo rcqucsted
to grade thelr rcspectlve schools In nc-
cordance with the State currlculuni. Tho
rural teacbera gradlng for the flve or slx
mpiiths' term, whllo tho town and clty
tcacliers gradn for longer ternia. Tha
grades belng deslgnated by speclflc sub-
Jcots.perhaps by pages In tbo text-book.
Wlicn these grades havo been referred to
the commlttee of the expert three, ro-
vlsed and accepted, adopt them with tho
text-book. Roqulre every teacher in tho
Stato to use these grades, with a here
and thero provlso. Supply each teacher
with a term report card for each of her
chlldrcn, on whlch ahall be recorded that
chlld'a gradc work tuid rank ln tha
sehool. Thus ho may. on entertng another
sehool. carry his credentlals.
13stabllsh a thorougb high sehool for

every dlstrlct or every two dlatrlcts ln
tho State, lcttlng the dlstrlct sehool be
proparatory, contlnulng the grades of
these preparatory schools ln tho high
schools. thus glvlng tho ehlldren tb/s ad-
vantago of n high sehool at homo. Ona
sehool, whether high Bchool or primary,
btlng but a prototype for the others of
tbo State.
Parents ln Vlrglnla have learned that

the cheapest ls never tbo best book, ,and
tha matter of a fow ccnts la not consid-
ored if a chlld may use the book tlH he
complotes tho gradc. In vlow of tho pres¬
ent phonomonal awakenlng to tho lm-
portanco of reform In our sehool work,
there need be llttlo apprc.henBlon as to
the prlco of a book. That tho chlld get
tho worth of hla book la the ltom ot ln-
tereat. B. B. ASHBY.
Isle of Wlght, Va.

Improvement of Sehool Buildings
and Groiinds.

Edltor of Tho Tlmes-Dlapatch:
Slr,.What ls moro gloomy or depress-

Ing to a bright, obscrvant chlld thnn a
dark, untidy. unattructlve sebool-rooni?
Froquently the chlld comes from a homo

whero the walls are adorned with plu-
turcs of thelr favorlte poets or stales-
nich, but how ofton Is It Jusl the rc-
vevso'.'
The, chlld of poverty la quick to nole"

tho brlgbl, altructlve school-room. So
the thought of- Iniproving the acliool
buildilig, whicb bna licen In operatlon
for nearly thirty yeiij-s, has been !u my
ininU for montha, 1 apptoaclicd tlie

elght gavo prompt replles, and elghty-slx
per oent. of them wero In favor nf tha
niultlpla llst, auch aa wn now hava In
Virginia. We consulted the following
university m^n: Dr. A. S. Drn.per, presi¬
dent IIHtioIr University; Nlekolas Murray
Buller, prastdont f.'oiumbla t'nlversltyi
Wllliaiii H. Uarpor, president (Til.-ag.i
University; I). I,. Knlhle. University nf
Mlntiesotn; I'iirl K'irnes, formnrly of I,e-
land Stanford University; Charles Thwlng,
Edplbert Colleg», cieveland; J. O. Shu-
manu, Cornell Uhlverelty, nnd t'hnrlos
W. Elllolt. llnn-a.rd University. All of
them were docldedly ln favor of tho
"mtiltlplo plan," and several argfjed the
Ftibject at letigth. Wo havo th*ce let-
ters on fil». arid they can be «<-.>)n by
any one Interested In tho BUbJoct.

£)n« of* the loadlng objectlons nrged
agalnst the niultlpla llst Is that when a
mnn moves from one county to another
ho may h.TVj) to chan»;e hls books. It Is
estlmated that only thre* pnr cent. of
our population tnovos from one county to
another each year. fir thn mlgratory
classes do not often "oross over th« Une"
Into ani\Ii(»K. county, and thls Ih so incon-
sldcrable a factor UlMt it nriy be dlg-
regarded. It has been clalrned that tho
inulllplo llst floods the cpuntry wlth hook
ngents and opetis avenues to corruptlon.
Tho greatest text book sranVals hnve
tiltnost Invnrlnhly followed slngle llst
adoptlons. for scaridala follow centrallza-
tlon of power, nnd undor the slnele llst
plan the State Poard of Educat|nn selects
books for the enllro State, whllo under
the multlple plan, such ns we have now
ln Virginia, thls power Is practleally se.at-
tero.l aver tho entlro State among flvo
eduoators In each county or clty, rnak¬
lng over six hundred ln all.too many
for any nttempt at bribery.
"We should oppose nll eentrallzatlon of

power on thls subject, nrd the id«>a of
doprlvlng local bnnrds of the prlvlleco
of detcrmlnlng, to some extent at least.
what books should he used In thelr schools
Ip abhorrent to democmcy.' Mnny pc-oplo
havo the crroneous idea that under the
slngle llst plan they wlll have fewer.books
lo purchaso for thelr childrcn. and thls
imprcssdon is causlng ihroughout the
Stato a text book .-igilntion, cqual to
the free sllvcr oraze, whlch wn fear onlv
time nnd hard e.\]>orlonoo oan allay. Ono
of tho most dlsturblng factors among tha

PROFESS/ONAL COURSE FOR
FIRST GRADE TEACHERS

Now that we have a State Examining
Eoard. It Is of the grea£f«t lmportance
to the teaching professlon 'that thc State
Board of Educatlon cstabllsh a profes¬
sional courso of study leading to a pro¬
fessional certliicate.
llcrctofore, what has bsen known as

the progrcsslvc professional courso. has
offered some Induccment to Ihst-gra.io
teachers to pursuo advanced work. Tho
ccrllflcates dssued for thc complotlon of
this coursc, howcver, nro of local Interest
and local value. They are not necessarily
rccognlzcd outslde of the county In whlch
they have heen issued. Thls fact rem-crs
thein of llttle value. Nevertlioloss, no-

cording to the report ot the State Su-
perintendunt, the progresslve profcsslonal
course has heen a great stimulus to ed¬
ucatlon in Virginia. Last year, In>s£oott
county, twenty-ono teachers were ln
school pursulng this coursc. This was
due to tho fact that tho teachers ot the
county worn urged by the school olflcers
to take up the work. The dlstrlct school
boards of the county aldcd materlally
In thls work by paylng teachers holdlng
profcsslonal certlflcatea $40 per month;
llkcwisc the trustees ot Wlso county
have greatly encournged advanced worn

by givlng professional teachers $15 per
month.
We cannot hope (o Induce young Tnen

and young ladles of talcnt to entcr^tne
teaching professinn as long as we offer
them for thoir services a certlflcate that
entltles them to a salary of only $30 per
month.
They are ready and wllling to meet

tho requlrements of thn professional cer¬
tlflcate, if we offer them any materlal
iniliioement.
One of tho great Tieed*. then. nf

thc teaching profosslon ls a professional
certiflcate implylng scholarshlp and abh-
ity, and coinmaiKllng a salary anywhere

school board ln regard to my proposed
plans, and they suppllcd all my wants
inngnanlmously. So tho house has been
whltewanhed, thls belng tho flrst tlme
ln all theso years afl necossary repalrs
done, a now heater Is ln place o£ the
old one, flowers havo beem planted ln
the yard, and evorj'thing is more at-
tractlve to the school chlld.
Bright maps and a few plctures of soma

of our great statesmon now adorn tha
walls. So many of tho chlldren were
wlthout good rcadlng ln thelr home. I
proposed to the chlldren that wa nave
an entertainment. conslstlng of reclto-
tlons, songs, charades, tableaux, dlalognes,
otc. "We wero successful ln our undor-
taklng, and realized enough money from
thls aource to purohusa a splendld collec-
tlon of twenty books. A klnd frlend and
teacher donated several books to the
school, so our library now conslstB of
about thirty excollent books.
The lnind needs nourishment as well

as ths body, and that, too, dally; for
what a .boy sees and hears, determines
tho klnd of man ho wlll be.
Questlon your puptls ln regard to tholr

favorlte authors, and poets, and requlre
them to memorlze soma short HOlectlon
from thelr favorlta wrlters. I flnd thls
vory Improvlng. The aalary of teachers
ln Clover III11 Dlstrlct has been in-
creasod flve dollars par month, so they
now reoolve thirty dollars, lnstead of
twonty-flvo.
We nood a longor term, bo wa must

contlnuo to agltate thls BUbJeot.
Tho hearty co-operatlon of pulplt; press

nnd cltlzens would work wonders.
Lot each county hava leagues and con-

tlnue to agltate the subject and auo-
cess will bo otirB,

IT. 11. GOGDE.
Granse Hnll School, Skhuiuartor, Va

Need Good Teachers.
Fditor of The Tlmos-Plspaioh:
Slr,.I aui nelther ono of tha threa.

sii|ierhUeiidcnt. teacher or trustoe-.but
tv'el a great Interest ln llio work of tho
publlc sohools. Tho flrst step ln Ui*
ilulil illrc-tloti ls to put ln efflnlenl tcach-
cis, ihuso 'whpm work. i'rojvj a aense ot

niasses, hownver, la nnt tbo plan of ae-
Icc.tlng booko, but thn frrqucnt chnnges In
Ihe adoptlon of text books, nnd an nbrupt
ehatigo now to tho slngle llst would cost
Ihe people of the Statc over a quarter
of a mllllon dollara,
Tbo Stnto Hoa.rd adopted an excellent,

up-to.-da.tb llst, whlch haa been ln use
loss than three years, flnd, In our Judg-
ment, It would bo to the beat Interest of
the people and tbe achoola to lcl thla plan
continuo for four. elcht or even twelva
years, throwlng out, of course, at tho end
of any fourth year BUoh books ns mlgbt
prove unantlsfuctory, elther on account of
quallty or prlco. it Is posslble thViE a
fow rnlatakoa may bavo tc'e'n made ln tho
arrangOment or prices, but thls can bo
corrnctcd at tho proper tlmo, nnd tbe
troublo may not be clinrgeablo to tho
multlplo llat.

Dr. AV. H. Ruffne.r. who has probubly
givcn thls snbject moro careful thought
than any other man In tho tBnto, says:
"As good bargalna can l>o made umlor
county nnd clty adoptions as under Stato
contnicts." He aays also that "thls cen-
tralizlng tendency ln regard to text-
books Is squarely avorse to the work of
Improvlng toachcrs. ancl tbat Statofunl-
formlty In text books (slngle llstl tends
to doapotlam, corruptlon and Intellectual
dealh." Wo wlsh wo had tbe spaco to
qtiote from many Stntes whore both plnns
have bo»n trled, but It would make th;.s
article too long. It ls trtie that somo nf
tho Southern Stato* are nperatlng under
the slngle llst plan. hnl ln several of
theso Stxttes thls plan was adopted under
yi^vi.yr: protest from Ihelr educators. We
aro heartlly ln favor nf *.be resolutlon of¬
fered ln tho House by Mr. Byrd, whlch
appolnts a commlttee to lnvestlgate this
siibject. but wo regard It as pecullarly
unfortimate tbat thls Investlgatlon could
not have been made liefore tho Senato
cninmltted Itsolf to the slnSle llst. If thls
commlttee wlll tako tbe tlmo nnd troublo
to lnvestlgate tbe experlence of thoso
Rtates whore both plans have been trled
and whore publlc cducatlon has reachcd
tlie highcat degree of efflclency, we bellevo
they will report in favor of tbe multlplo
llst. nnd, besldos. thelr work wlll do much
towards eilucatlng the masaca on thls Im-
portant subjcct.
We regret that our convlctlona prevent

us from Jumpln'g Into tho "liand wagon."

in the State of at least flfty dollars (J-iO>
per month. Every young, nmbitlous teach-
er ln tho State would desire such a cer-
tillcato, and would strlvo to wln It. Our
State examlners, worKins through iho ...i-

vlsion superlntendcnts and tmstees, could
make tlils certltlcato a prizo of great
value. Such a provision would appoal tn
tho ambitlon nnd pride of the Intfrvnlunt
teacher and would elevato and dlgnify
the teaching professlon jinmedintely.
Such a coursc Is also of great Im-

portance to our puoiic and prlvate hlgh
sohools and summcr normals. These
sohools must havo a cdhrsc of study
adapted to the advancement of llrst-grado
teachers. The normals of trTTj VurSlng
summer slioTild have work for tliein to
begln, leadlng to somethlng hlgher and
better. Otherwlse, we shall fail to reach
the best class of our teachers.
As to tho breadth of thls course, it

should bo an enlargemont on the pro-
gresslvo professional courso. TUictorlc,
geometry and physlcs added to tho courso
as lt hns heen would make lt much bet¬
ter. One serious defect ln tho progres-
slve course hns been tho lack of rhoiorli.
Pupils havo been led to pursuo a splen-
dld courso In liternture, wlthout havlng
studled Btyle and lnventlon. As,a result
ot this they havo failea to hco the beau-
tles of the clussioa of thls course.
Wo necd a course, therefore, that wlll

stitnulatc llrst-grauo teachers to a further
effort to attaln a hlgher mcntal growth
aud development, The hlgh school courso
could not meet this rcqulrenie.ut. Fow
of our teachers Jfavo tho unie to do tlie
work requlrcd ln Latln. Nclther havo
they the tlmo and moans to tnko a courso
at thc State Xormal. Wo must plaoo a
good nonnal course nonr them, one that
can be pursucd pnrtly at hoino und jmrtly
at some hish school or guinmer nonnal.
Gate Clty, A'a. F. B. 1-ixZPATRICK.

duty and not alone for tho mlghty dollar.
Even whon they hold flrst-grado certl¬
flcatea often fall fa.r short of the stand-
ard. More tlian one who clalms to havo
graduated In tho Ibest schoMs of the
county have oome under my peraonal
knowlcdge who are most assurodly not
capable of lmpartlng knowledgo to chil-
dron. One tn paxtlculnr, who had bucn
teaching for four years, was aaked to
glvo her vlews of tho "Oulf Strcam,"
openod her mouth ln astonlshmont, She
had never even heard of such a thlng.
another of tho so-called teachers waa
so much afraid of "mlco's." and yot an¬
other would osk for "them molasses,"
and speak of thtngs belng tha "awfulest"
and "teriblest."

I have only olted a few thlngs <#>>ti!eh,
havo oome under my own obsdrvation,
nnd knowlug thls to bo the case ln other
Instances feel the necossity for a ahange.
A great mlstako was made ln taklng the
hlghor branches from tha dlstrlct schools.
It Is hoped by many that tho hlgh schools
wlll bo Instituted ln the rural dlstricts,
ns ngltated. There ls a crying neod for
bottnr education. How can wa havo lt
wlthout teachers?

A NEEDT PATRON.

Red Hill to Have High School.
Edltor of The TlmeB-Dlspatch:
Blr,.Replylng to your Inqulrles as to

tha. outlook for a hlgh school at thls
place. would say that tha prospect Is
most encouraglng. Our peopla aro

thoroughly ln earnest and the commtttoe
appoluted at the rooent aducntlonal rally
has nlready eooured subscrlptlons toward
building a housa omounthig to $000 or

more.
Tha etto has boen gecurcd and a ma-

Jorlty of tho dlstrlct trustoos aro huartlly
ln favor of tho niovo. Thls school will
oonsolldate atviut six or sovon ptivato
schools and two publlc schools. Alto-
gether, mimbc'rlng about one Inindrod
pui.lls.
Tlie splaudld nddresses of Dr. Pruce

Payue. Mr. Everelt and Mr. Ohurles
Gottaphls, exnmlnor and Inspcctor has
glven great. Irnpqtus to the work.

SlneerHy youvs,
,1. N. F.VRIS,

Utd 11111,' AlUemaik coutil), Va.

A Publlc Llbrary
For Rlchmond

By DAVID L. PULL1AM

For many yeara the questlon of estab-
Hshlng a publlc llbratjff ln Rlchmond haa
bacn dlscusHtd, itnd thnn, after nn Intor-
val of agltatlon. tho aubject haa been
buried for another Intervnl, and then
revlvcd ngaln, to agaln slnk Into a pro-
foimd slcep. Thla questlon la Up agaln.
r-nil-we hopo Ia up to Btay. The frlends
of enllglitonmont and culturo, and tho
cducatlonnllats and publlc-aplrlted men

and womeu of thls communlty nhould not
lot lt "fall on aloep" agaln. but ahould
alt Up wllb tho movement nnd forword It
untll Rlohiuond has a flnc llbrary tbat Is
comraenfluratb with her reputntton, her
progress and her nceds.
Vlewlng thls Important matter from

thls startlng point. tbe tlrst questlon that
arises In the mind of thn thtnking man
who has not glven thn aubject careful
thought and Invcstlgatlon is: "Why Bhould
Rlchmond bavo a llbrary?"
The contentloiis nnd concluslvo reply

to thls inqulry would be: Becauso ahe
needs oncl And. ngaln, wo mlght reply:
Becauso all great and growing cltles
have llno publlc llbrarlea, and lf Rlch¬
mond Is to hold hor own with them. ahe
iiiupt do as they do nnd havo an cxcellent
publlc llbrary. I
But whllo these nnawers to tbo query

should he concluslvo, yet. It behooves
all who hdvocate a thlng.an Instimtlon,
u. plan, a inovemont, or what not.to glvo
reaaoua for what they advocatc. Roasona
bavo been glven ln other cltles for tho
ostabltahfncnt of publlc llbraries, nn<l
tln-y bavo provon convinclng and con-
querlng reasona, nnd have won thelr
battlea In tbo areha of enllglitonmont,
culturo' und education,. and magniftccnt
llbrarlea aro the results and vlctories of
thelr struggles. Why ahall not rcasons,
plalnly glven and atrongly urged, win In
Itb-hmond? We see no obstnclc In the
way, unless projttdlcc and false cconomy
prcvall. Sball they l>e allowcd by tbo
intelllgcnt, tho broad-tnlndcd nnd tbo
progrcsalvo people of thla community to
prevall? AVe should, wlthout fear of
succcssfnl contradlctlon. be preparod to
Bay: "No!" But from somo intlmatlnns
from the past cjcperlences of the promoters
of a great llbrary for Rlchmond, wo aro
ufruld that the men who really are ablo
to carry through thls aplcndld plan for
tho edticatloual upllft and cultlvation nf'
tlie people and this glorlous nlty, wlll
stand by and lot men who clalm to bo
trno economlsta and tho benefactors of
tlie publlc luil all efforts and movementa
for a puhlla llbrary in Rlchmond to sleop
again. We would bavo the frlends ot
education, of progrcsB, of culturo, and of
the splrit, activlty and inlluence of this
powerful clly arottao tbemselves and
carry thla movement forward to the vic-
torlous estnbllsbment and full equlpmcnt
of a magnlllccnt publlc llbrary ln this
clty.
And why do wo urge them to do thls.

To present all the seasons whlch crowd
upon the mlnd, In Bupport of thls propo¬
sltlon would requlro grentcr spaco thnn
we can ask at thls tlme, but wc can

cfTer somo of tbe most potont rcasons
tbat should convlnce iho mtnds and en-

llst tho hearts of the people.
1. Xo great clty can bo oompleto and

sound in Ita munlclpal life and use-
fulness wlthout a flnn publlc llbrary.

It may have great buildlngs, flno streets,
exccllent schools, splendld sewers, but
wlthout n grent llbrary, open to its cit-
fzens, It can never ba a great city In tbo
trne sense of tho word, becauac It wnl
lack what la one of tho most essontlal
elementa of clvlc grontneos. ,

2. A great publlc llbrary Is ono of tho
foromoat potentlalltlns In tbe education
nnd enllglitennieiit of a people. Tbe edu¬
cation wo get ln tho schools.oven the I.vst
schools.ls very llmltod, very technlcnl,
a* far as It goes, and It does not go very
far; and ln the nature of thlngs cannot
go very far. Thls education ls but an
Introductlon Into real education, whlch
muat be acquired by tho stndent after
be leavea sehool, lt matters not whetber
he ntqulres lt at a publlc sehool, at an
acadomy, or n collego, unless the student,
nt hlgher seats of learnhig, apec.lallzcs
hla studfes and work. and acqulres a

special tralnlng cqulpment. and learn¬
hig.education. If bo does not got thls
speclnllzed tralnlng eriulpmenl and learn-
Ing In somo sehool, acadomy or college,
or porchance, workshop, tralnlng sehool.
or professlonal studlo or offico, he must
acqulre (ho samo by hla own exertlona
ir. a llbrary or from a llbrary opened
and frec to hlm, or one to whlch he
has accesa by tho graco nnd favor of Ita
owner. Ho Is hotind to havo books to
I'it hlmself for hla spcdlal work.It mat-
lesr not what It may bo nnd, unless ho
rnn got them ln or from a publlc llbrary,
he must. get thcin by bls own mcann,
or tbe klndncss of a frlend, or not get
them at all. Tho laat alternatlve haa
driveu many a geniua from the Bphero
of hts greatnesa and fltncss for a lolty

Want Better House
And Equipment

CROZF.T. VA., March 10..The peoplo
of Crozet Rxe taklng a great deal of In¬
terest in tho educatlonal pago of tha
Sunday Timos-Dispatch. Unllko moat
educatlonal Journals, lt reaches the ma-

Jorlty'of tho peoplo, and that ls whero
tho work now lles, nnd thls work among
tho nmases has to bo done before the
people of Virginia can havo bottor sohoola.
Tho present school condltlons at Cro-

zot may bo sald to ho both dlscouraglng
'and encouruglng. Tho condltlons of tho
school building nnd Ita surroitullngs are

vory poor. Tho house ltsolf la n bani-
llko structuro of three rooms, havlng no
linps of benuty about lt whatevor, and
tinving never been pnlnted. Tho work-
manshlp upon lt was wry poor, for all
along thn wall aro cracks, through whlch
tha pulpU can peep upon the outalda
world. Tho rooms on the Inslde are ln
neurly ns bad coudltlou-as the outslde of
thu building. At the b-iglnning ot tha
prosent school sesslou- the rooms wora
mmdornefl with ploturoa. there were nn
SliadOB at the wltidows, tho teachers had
no dnsks nor chalrs,- nnd thnro were ub-.
solytoly no appllances wlth whloh to
work¦- that Is, thera wero no maps, globes,
ffeomotrteal figuros. ohartM. oto.

But thls stato of atialiii is sonn to h«
a tliing ol' tho pnst lu Crosat, About tho
llrsl of 'liiiUiiry :in educatlonal meetlng
nud livld here, whlch wa* very iargely

desllny and great usefulnesa, and sttppr i-
ed the ambltlon and emitlatlon at nn n,
wlinsn effnrts and tnlent would have I.e n
of prlcelcga worth und exccilencc ln t?iu
nffalfs, tho labors, the oiiterprlsrs. tlie
achlovernenls nnd thc lnfluenr.es of tln.i
comniunlty. ." in deslrlng t'> galn a

brondor tbchnlcal Instructlnn, to acqu:r«
large Informatlnn, to pursuo Soino pi cu-
liar nnd Itnportant lead of gclcntlflc or
hlstorlo researeh, eto., havo henn oonj
stranr.d to leavc Rloluiiond, oven Vlr-
glnla, and so»u other cltlcs and States,
whlch affdrded Ihem those Xacllltie.i, and
have eonsequently,. glven thelr powers
and eiiorgles, great nilnds and rrupcrb
oulture, powerful eweciitivo nbllltlos, and
Inventlve and eonstruetiva genlus, to tiia
cltlcs nnd States whero they found a
habitnt congenlal to thelr talents, tastea
and needs, nnd they have thua been loaS
to thelr natlvc city and Stato.
Thls threa.l of his tnanlfold woof can¬

not ho followed farthor, clso fhl3 paper.
wlll he mndo too long; but the lllustra-
tlon of tho truth of those atntementa
needs but the oonftrmatory proof of tlia
namoS tlio aehlovemonts and tho oxcel*
lehcles of the great multUude of Vlrgin*
iatis, who havo heen compelled to leav«
Virginia for tho very rensons nsnigned*
and who havo glorlfled every dntnain ol
actlon, of lahor, of ac.hlovoment nmfl
of renown In othor States nnd countrt-a,
A study ot thelr careers would be mosf
frultfill of good lii convinclng our peoplg]
of tho short-sightcd polley nnd nlggnrrlljl
treatment of great publlc rnovemontn to*
tlie enllghtoninent and oultlvatlon of otiH
people, whlch havo found a fnshlonabla
vogtie', Itlo.hmond Is at th.lt polnt lm
nor dcstlny when sho can 110 longer nf-.
ford tn deal wlth Iheso niomontous lssuc<
ln thls spirlt and temper. Sho inusf
awaken to tho Importanco and intenso.
ness of these demands and meet theni
wlth sagacity and lltorality.

3. U'o need In Richmond a publld
llbrary.a flnoly selected and correlntcd
collectlon of works on mechanlcs, dra(t«
ing, mecharilcnl onglnoering, clvll en<-
Ehieerlng, woocU-worldng. Irnn-worktig,
carpentery, decoratiohi practical bulid-
ing, palnting, e.tc. These things. so prac«
tical; and so necossary, tiru almost ln«'
numcrablo. But doos thcro not dawnl
upon your vislon at least falnt cpncep-<
tlon of what such a collectlon of book*
would mean to tho young nion of thht
communlty? lt would open up to them
employments and flolds of usetulnesa nuv«
entlrely elosed to them, and Instcad ol
havlng to send off and iinport men well
trained and flttod ln these practical
things, we would soon hnve our owil
people working, an.i succoeding ln tliom
And thus the ma'nufacturi'ng, commerclnl,
inventlve and Industrhil spirlt nnd gcnlui
of the peoplo would be Incited nnd in-
vgoratcd and tho enterprse, buslness, ad
vancement and opulence of the city anc
Htato bullt up, fostcred and nssurcd, on-
th wo could succcssfully compctc wlt'i
thc great and growing encrgfes and suc-
cesses of othor peoplo.
A publlc llbrary should be. and uauallj

is, whero properly nianuged. and iuhO«
attraetive to young men, a great pro-
niotor of tho morals and good order ot
a city or comniunlty. Rendered acceslole,
brlghtly lightcd and well heated, wltu
flne rending rooms, courtcous and ap-
proachable ofllol.'ils, a homc-llko and hos-
pilahlo flavor poryading all of its depart-
ments, young men wlll seek its wel.
coiulng portnls and bo proflted not only,
by what thuy actually galn, but by tho
protcctlon from evll and the absttainins
from fre.Quentlng places thnt would de-
morallze and debase. Keading good boolts
nlways has a tendency to elovuto thoj
niind pnd heart, and to cinploy tha
hlgher facultles of men and womcn«[ Constunt contact with nnd absorbtlon oll
these great moral lnfluenccs and nobla
exumples bulld up In thc soul lotty Ideals-.
Bplondld patterns. Tho young men thua
become Influcnccd for thelr bettermenj
and their lolsuro moments aro used in
useful and purlfylng convcrse with greaU
minds and flno characters, and they ara
chnrmed from tho coarso and poriilelouu
nssociations and associaea that despoH
and lower thom. Wliat they read en-<
lighteuB and strengthons, while lt ela*
vates and purlfles. If boys begin ia
H1I3 way they rnay nevor oultlvato habits;of dlsslpatlon nnd vlc«, but remain pur«
and uncontamlnatcd. Thls functlon ot
a publlc llbrary is one ot its most potonl
nnd beautlful and vahiablo benoflts. Th*
clty could mako no mora excellent irw
vosbmont than in the praventiqaf
or restraint ot the bad habits of het,youth. Thls splondld and reflning Hs
fluoncs on the poopla should compel tha)
establlshment of a flna llbrary tn this]
clty, If nothlng else does. It haa been
e.xerted In othor places, and its succcss-.
(ul opsratlon there, show Its advantagegj
and should couvlnca all of Its asefulue34»J
hero.

attondod by the clthsons of Croaet. The
peoplo were addreesed at this meating by
Or. Bruco R. Payna. of tho Univefsity
of Vlrglnla; Dr. Robert Frazer. of tho
Southern Educatlonal Comnilsslon. and;
Mr. Oliorles O. Maphia, sehool examiner
for thls dlstrlct. They succeeded ln'-
arouHlng a largo amount of enthuslosm ln
tho Interest of a botter sehool movement.'
Aftor tho speaklng the people organlzed
thamsalves Into the Cltlzona' Sehool Im»
provoment League, of Crozet, with Mr.
Davld Brown aa president. The flrst
objeot of tho lengue waa to ralso money
to buy noccssury equlpment for the
sehool. With that object ln vlew, thoy
held'on the 32d of February a Washlngton
recoptlon at tbe sehool bulldlng. Ss a
result of thls work the treaauror of tha
leagua now has $70 with whloh to pur«
chnao miups. globea, otc.
Tho present work of the Icague ls to

hulld by next session a rtve or slx-room
brlck sehoolhouso. For thla reason - tha
people of Crozot are Inteuaely anxlouai
to sea tha acbool bulldlng loan bill pasa
tho Loglslaturo; for if thls bill paasea
lt wlll bo «u easy matter for thepoopin
bore to havo a good high Hchool, with aa
uttendauco of 1L'."> or luO puotla ne^ct aea-«
sion, but If lt does not pasa, lt ts th»
general oplnlon of the- nelgbhorhood that
It wlll bn aln'iost linposslble for them bj
hava a new 3ch,ool bulldlng by n»it v»ir,

iC F. BIRKHBAO.


